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“...I wish not, in opposition to you, to do that 
which I forbid you to do. I only desire (your) 
betterment to the best of my power; and my success 
(in my task) can only come from Allah. In Him I 
trust, and into Him I look.” (Huud: 88) 
 
Verily! Allah will not change the good condition 
of apeople as long as they do not change their 
state of goodness themselves 
(Ar-Ra’d : 11) 
 
You can have anything if you are willing to work 
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RIZKY INDAH KURNIAWATI. A. 320 080 081. QUEST FOR MEANING 
OF LIFE IN CHARLOTTE BRONTE’S NOVEL JANE EYRE (1848): AN 
EXISTENTIALIST CRITICISM. Research Paper. English Department 
Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 2012. 
 
The research is proposed to analyze Quest for Meaning of Life in Jane 
Eyre novel by using Existentialist Criticism. It is done by establishing two 
objectives: the first is analyzing the movies based on its structural elements and 
the second is analyzing the movies based on the existentialist analysis  
The type of this research is descriptive qualitative. The object of the study 
is Jane Eyre novel written by Charlotte Bronte. There are two kinds of the data 
sources: primary and secondary. The primary data source is the novel itself and 
the secondary is other sources such as articles, essay, internet, encyclopedia, 
books of literary theory and other to support the subject matter. The method of 
collecting data is library research. The technique of data analysis is descriptive 
technique. 
Based on the analyses in the previous chapters, this study conveys to the 
following conclusions. First, based on structural analysis, it is evident that 
Charlotte Bronte conveys her idea that “Marrying someone who loves is better 
than marrying someone we love”. Second, based on the existentialist criticism, it 
is apparent that in Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte wants to show an existentialist 
circumstance in which an individual encounters a situation that requires decision 
making.  
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